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Alpha Design Labs release Esprit 

24/192 DAC / ADC digital  

pre & headphone amplifier 

 
A compact and surprisingly cost-effective gem to control your 

multimedia audio system. 

 
The original GT 40: a tough act to follow 

 

An increasing number of music lovers use their computers to store and play music, 

yet still want better sound and more flexibility. Tokyo-based Furutech’s Alpha design 

Labs (ADL) responded to that need with the release of the GT40 to a hugely 

appreciative audience.  Combining phonostage with DAC, ADC and headphone amp, 

the GT40 proved to be the audiophile’s ‘Swiss army knife’. The GT40 has sold 

exceptionally well and has garnered many of the most prestigious audio awards 

around the world.   

 

Reaching higher: the new Esprit  

 

The new Esprit is an even more highly tuned model aimed at the discerning 

audiophile who wants even higher performance and increased flexibility.   
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The Esprit is designed around the excellent 24 bit/192 kHz Wolfson WM8716 DAC 

and the CIRRUS LOGIC CS5361 24/192 analogue to digital converter.  It features 

optical, coaxial, USB and 2 analogue inputs.  The USB output can be used for 

recording to hard disk and the S/PDIF output will support digital surround sound 

formats, allowing surround material stored on a hard drive to be played through a 

suitable digital surround decoder. 

 

The final cherry on the cake is the addition of a high quality headphone amplifier, 

capable of driving any headphone with impedance of 16 to 600 ohms. 

 

The Esprit, internally wired with Furutech’s renowned cables and fitted with Furutech 

audiophile connectors, brings the Furutech/ADL signature sound of smooth detailed 

clarity to desktop systems. This applies not only to high resolution 24-bits/192kHz 

files, as even 16-bit/44.1kHz files sound impeccable and very musical. 

 

ADL Esprit key features 

 24-bit/192kHz Wolfson WM8716 High Performance Stereo DAC  

 24-bit/192kHz CIRRUS LOGIC CS5361 ADC converter with Multi-bit 

architecture at 114dB dynamic  range  

 24-bit/192kHz CIRRUS LOGIC CS8416 Digital Audio Interface Receiver Low-

Jitter Clock Recovery  

 24-bit/96kHz Tenor TE7022L Hi-Q USB Audio Streaming Controller  

 Supports “Asynchronous mode” and “ASIO”  

 32/44.1/48/96 kHz sampling rates supported  

 2-input channels and 2-output channels supported by one I2S pair with 

independent sample rate  “The I2S bus separates clock and data signals, 

resulting in a very low jitter connection.”  

 Optical output for USB source only: Optical S/PDIF output signal only via USB 

input. The output  S/PDIF signal will support digital surround multi-channels 

format such as AC3/DTS Decoder  

 Recording Attenuation: The Esprit offers a toggle switch to choose recording 

attenuation: dB: 0dB, 6 dB,  or 12dB.  

 No drivers are necessary with Mac and Linux computers, while a single 

standard driver is  required for Windows computers.  

 

Suggested UK retail price (inc. VAT @ 20%) 

 

ADL Esprit £835.00 

 

Available 1st May 2012 
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About ADL (Alpha Design Labs)  

 

ADL (Alpha Design Labs) is proud of its worldwide reputation for designing innovative 

products that are exceptional in their portability, user interface and sonic 

performance. Originally launched as an entry-level sub-brand for Tokyo-based 

Furutech, ADL has now evolved into a genuine leader in cutting-edge technology 

with its current range of headphones, portable headphone amplifiers, DACs and 

cables.  

 

Using Furutech’s Pure Transmission Technology as the foundation for its carefully 

engineered products, ADL has achieved a level of performance that has been 

previously unavailable at this price point. Pure Transmission Technology focuses on 

one objective: to deliver a pure sound that is preserved throughout the entire signal 

chain, thus achieving: 

 Cleaner, blacker backgrounds  

 Larger, more stable reproduction of the soundstage  

 Low noise  

 Vivid tonal colors  

 Deeper extension at both ends of the frequency range  

 Refined and delicate micro-dynamics and macro-dynamics  

 Total resonance control. 

 

Consumer contact 

 

Sound Fowndations 

Aldermaston 

Berkshire, UK 

 

Tel: 0118 981 4238 

Email: info@soundfowndations.co.uk 

 

Web:  www.soundfowndations.co.uk 

 www.adl-av.com  

Press contact 

 

For more information, product samples or high-resolution print-ready images please 

contact David Denyer on 07976 646 404 or david@ddpr.co.uk. 
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