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ADL launches X1 portable USB 
DAC/headphone amplifier 

 

Headphone listening is an intimate and highly personal musical experience. To enjoy 

the best results, most enthusiasts favour a dedicated headphone amplifier married 

with a good pair of headphones - the amplifier being as important as the headphones 

in determining the quality of sound. 

 

Enter the new X1 from Alpha Design Labs (ADL), a division of Tokyo-based brand 

Furutech. The X1 is a small, discrete and high-specification portable headphone 

amplifier and excellent quality digital to analogue convertor (DAC). It supports digital 

input from Apple iOS devices up to 16-bit/48kHz as well as 24-bit/192kHz high-

resolution files from PC via USB. In addition, 4-pin 3.5mm line-level input allows for 

use with analogue source devices. 

  

The 4-pin 3.5mm output will drive any headphones in the 12~600 ohm range and 

supports 3.5mm remote and mic earphones. A convenient switch makes it easy to 

change from one brand of 4-pin headphone to another. A 3.5mm TOSLINK optical 

digital output delivers USB source signal up to 24/192.  

 

The X1 is beautifully built using reference quality components including a gold plated 

circuit board and connectors. The case is perfectly proportioned to fit into the palm of 

the hand and to stack with iOs devices. The internal rechargeable battery can be 

charged from a computer connected by USB or from an external power supply. The 

X1 does not draw power from a connected iOS device and so will not reduce 

playback time. A full charge will give approximately 7.5 hours listening. 

 

ADL X1 key features at a glance 

 

 High performance 24-bit/192kHz DAC 

 Digital inputs compatible with iOS devices and PCs (see table of compatible 

iOS devices below) 

 Supports ASIO (audio stream input / output) and asynchronous USB 

 Low jitter 

 Does not draw power from connected iOS device’s battery 

 Gold plated headphone and USB sockets 

 4-layer gold plated printed circuit board 

 Rechargeable by external power supply or by USB socket 
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 Up to 7.5 hours music playback from full charge 

 Can be used as a home stereo DAC 

 Line input for use with analogue audio sources 

 Ergonomic and stylish aluminium and ABS casework 

 Available in all-black or black with red, blue or silver anodised aluminium 

panels. 

 

ADL X1 compatible devices 

 

iPhone iPhone 5 (lightning cable), 4S, 4, 3GS 

iPod Touch 5th gen (lightning cable), 4th gen., 3rd gen. 

iPod Nano 7th gen (lightning cable), 6th gen., 5th gen. 

iPod Classic 160GB (2009) 

iPad iPad mini, iPad 3rd gen, iPad 2 

 

ADL X1 technical specifications 

 

Frequency response 20Hz - 20kHz (±0.5dB) 

Channel separation 60 - 64dB @ 1KHz 33ohms -50dB/<=±3dB 

D to A converter 24-bit/192kHz  

Digital inputs 

1. USB supporting iOS devices up to 16-bit/48kHz 

2. Mini USB 2.0 high speed (480Mbit/s) supporting ASIO 

and asynchronous modes and 

44.1/48/88.2/96/176.4/192kHz sampling rates 

External power supply DC 5V 500mA ~ 2000mA 

Internal power supply DC 3.7V 2600mAh Li-ion rechargeable battery 

Dimensions (mm) 68 (W) x 118 (D) x 16.5 (H) 

Weight 147g 

 

UK selling price (inc.  VAT) 

 

The ADL X1 is available now priced at £395. 
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About ADL (Alpha Design Labs)  

 

ADL (Alpha Design Labs) is proud of its worldwide reputation for designing innovative 

products that are exceptional in their portability, user interface and sonic 

performance. Originally launched as an entry-level sub-brand for Tokyo-based 

Furutech, ADL has now evolved into a genuine leader in cutting-edge technology 

with its current range of headphones, portable headphone amplifiers, DACs and 

cables.  

 

Using Furutech’s Pure Transmission Technology as the foundation for its carefully 

engineered products, ADL has achieved a level of performance that has been 

previously unavailable at this price point. Pure Transmission Technology focuses on 

one objective: to deliver a pure sound that is preserved throughout the entire signal 

chain, thus achieving: 

 Cleaner, blacker backgrounds  

 Larger, more stable reproduction of the soundstage  

 Low noise  

 Vivid tonal colors  

 Deeper extension at both ends of the frequency range  

 Refined and delicate micro-dynamics and macro-dynamics  

 Total resonance control. 

 

Consumer contact 

 

Sound Fowndations 

Aldermaston 

Berkshire, UK 

 

Tel: 0118 981 4238 

Email: info@soundfowndations.co.uk 

 

Web:  www.soundfowndations.co.uk 

 www.adl-av.com  

 
Press contact 

 

For more information, product samples or high-resolution print-ready images please 

contact David Denyer on 07976 646 404 or david@ddpr.co.uk. 
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