
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 
for immediate attention  

September 2013  

 

 

Press contact: David Denyer 

07976 646 404 

david@ddpr.co.uk 

 

Icon Audio launch PS3 MkII 
phonostage  

 
 

The award-winning Icon Audio PS3 phonostage has been replaced by the new 

PS3 MkII, a cost-no-object flagship phonostage that takes the top-end of the 

Icon Audio range to a higher level.   

 

The PS3 MkII is built onto two chassis, one for the power supply and another for the 

phonostage itself.  The power supply features a very large power transformer, an 

EZ80 rectifier valve and two large chokes to provide a smooth supply with great 

dynamic potential.  Two more valves: an EL84 controlled by an ECC83, regulate the 

supply to feed the phonostage with a precise voltage of exceptional purity.  

 

The phonostage chassis features four ECC88 valves arranged in a no-feedback 

double cascode circuit combining high gain and low noise with high resolution.  Two 

inputs are provided, one for moving magnet (MM) cartridges and one configurable for 

either moving magnet or moving coil (MC) cartridges.  The MC input uses Icon 

Audio’s own hand-wound moving coil transformers with mu-metal screening. The 

PS3 MkII’s output is driven by a 6SN7 valve. The 6SN7 was introduced in 1941 and 

is still considered by many to be the best sounding hi-fi valve ever made. 

 

The PS3 MkII’s front panel controls include a mono switch to reduce noise levels 

when listening to mono recordings and a high quality volume control to allow direct 

connection to a power amplifier. 

 

The new PS3 MkII combines exceptional resolution and precise sound-stage 

definition with a naturally pure tonality and beguiling musicality.  

 

Every Icon Audio amplifier is finished and tested by the company’s own team of 

engineers in Leicester, UK. 

 

The new PS3 MkII: 

 

 Is an all-valve MM/MC phonostage with a valve rectified and regulated power 

supply. 

 Has a massive 50 volt headroom for a wide open dynamic performance. 
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 Is point-to-point wired by hand using PTFE-insulated, silver-plated high purity 

copper wire. 

 Features all-triode valves in a no-feedback circuit with passive RIAA equalisation. 

 Includes a stereo mono switch and volume control. 

 Delivers outstanding sound quality and musicality. 

 

Technical specifications 

 

Sensitivity for 1.26V output MM: 3mV, MC: 0.3mV 

Gain MM: 53dB, MC: 72dB 

Load impedance MM: 47k, MC: 100 

Output impedance 50 

Signal to noise ratio (MM input) -88dB 

Frequency response (RIAA) 20Hz – 20kHz +0 / -0.5dB 

Valve complement: power supply 1 x EZ80, 1 x ECC83, 1 x EL84 

Valve complement: phonostage 4 x ECC88, 1 x 6SN7 

Power consumption 50W 

Dimensions (each chassis) (H x W x D) 165 x 148 x 342mm 

Weight: power supply 7kg 

Weight: phonostage 4kg 

Warranty 1 year 

 

UK selling price (inc. VAT) 

 

Icon Audio PS3 MkII (MM only)      £1,899.95 

Icon Audio PS3 MkII (MM & MC)      £2,099.95 

 

AVAILABLE NOW 

 

Key to terms 

 

Rectifier A device that coverts alternating current (AC) to direct current (DC). 

 

Choke An electronic component used to block high frequency signals.  In 

power supply applications a choke may be used to remove any AC 

residue from the output of a rectifier. 

 

Cascode  A two-stage amplifier design, often created with two valves connected 

in series, which offers improvements over a single triode valve design. 

 

Mu-metal  A metal alloy of predominantly nickel and iron used for shielding 

against magnetic fields and static. 
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PTFE Polytetrafluoroethylene, a synthetic polymer with very low capacitance 

hence ideally suited as an electrical insulator in hi-fi applications. 

 

Triode The earliest and purest form of amplifying valve. The triode features 

three electrodes: a cathode (a heated emitting element), the grid (a 

gate that controls the flow of electrons) and the anode (a plate to 

which the electrons flow). 

 

About Icon Audio  

 

The Icon Audio philosophy is to create audiophile products that sound good, look 

good, are easily affordable and will last a lifetime.  

 

Each Icon Audio amplifier is designed in Leicester, UK, by the company’s founder, 

David Shaw. The amplifier chassis are then manufactured in China, with production 

and quality control being closely managed by David himself who regularly travels to 

China to ensure that the performance and quality on which Icon Audio have built their 

reputation are fully maintained. Final product assembly, custom modifications and 

extensive testing then take place in Icon’s premises in Leicester, UK.   

 

Everything in an Icon Audio amplifier is serviceable and replaceable, from the valves 

themselves to substantial components such as the transformers. All Icon Audio 

products are available for demonstration by appointment in Leicester and also via a 

selected dealer network. 

 

Consumer contact 

 

Icon Audio 

351 Aylestone Road 

Leicester 

LE2 8TA 

 

Tel:   0116 244 0593 

Email:  sales@iconaudio.co.uk  

Website: www.iconaudio.com 

 

Press contact 

 

For more information, product samples or high-resolution print-ready images please 

contact David Denyer on 07976 646 404 or david@ddpr.co.uk. 
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