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van den Hul releases new ‘Stradivarius’ edition of Crimson 
phono cartridge (and the name’s no coincidence…) 

 
Like the violins, violas and cellos crafted by the Stradivari family during the 17th and 
18th centuries, almost all of van den Hul’s phono cartridges are personally hand built 
and tuned by Dutch master cartridge designer Mr A.J. van den Hul himself. But has van 
den Hul now cracked one of the key secrets of the famous Stradivari sound? The new 
‘Stradivarius’ edition of his Crimson phono cartridge would suggest so… 
 
The van den Hul Crimson moving coil phono cartridge is already a high performer, with its 
cross-grained koa wood body and 24-carat gold coils. Further key design elements include a 
samarium-cobalt magnet, boron cantilever and a proprietary van den Hul stylus. 
 
In this unique new edition, the Crimson’s koa wood body is coated with a special ‘Stradivarius 
Formula’ lacquer. While the details of the formula’s composition remain a closely guarded 
secret, it is said to be akin to that used on Antonio Stradivari’s iconic violins, hence the 
cartridge’s name. 
 
And, like the notorious violins, the creation of each Crimson Stradivarius is a real labour of 
love. van den Hul applies three separate coatings of the special lacquer which, since each 
layer takes a full two months to completely harden, means that every cartridge undergoes six 
months of work before ‘construction proper’ can even begin. 
 
“The specific advantage,” explains van den Hul, “is that the harder outer coating destroys the 
standing waves inside the softer body.”  At the same time, van den Hul has made a number 
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of further enhancements to the cartridge’s design which collectively yield a higher output, 
extended channel separation, superb tracking ability and greater dynamic expression. 
 
The result is a skillful balance of the real and the ideal. The Crimson Stradivarius combines 
surgical attention to detail with an emotionally captivating musicality. Voices and instruments 
are arrestingly lifelike, offering up a natural, even tonality in a wide and deep soundstage, 
against an inky black background. 
 
Each Crimson Stradivarius is hand-built to order by A.J. van den Hul himself and can be 
customized according to the buyer’s specific tastes and system set-up. So if your tonearm 
requires a particular compliance, if your musical preferences lean towards a longer or shorter 
stylus length, or if you want an output impedance that best matches your phono stage - no 
problem.  What’s more, van den Hul offers a 200-hour service check-up free of charge to the 
original owner. 
 
The Crimson Stradivarius is available in a natural light or dark wood colour as well as in the 
original crimson. On special request, the option of a polycarbonate body is also available. 
 
Technical specification 
 
Output 0.95 mV 

Stylus shape VDH-1 

Frequency range 5-55,000 Hz 

Tracking force 1.35-1.5 g 

Static compliance 35 Micron/mN 

Crosstalk Better than 0.3 dB  

Channel separation > 30 dB  

Optimum load 25-500 Ohms  

Weight: 8.75 g 

Warranty One year parts and labour (200-hour refresh available to original 

owner) 

 
 
Pricing and availability 
 
The van den Hul Crimson Stradivarius phono cartridge is available now, priced at £3,999 
(incl. VAT).  
 
Consumer contacts for publication 
 
www.vandenhul.com 
 
UK distributor: Decent Audio 
 

Tel:  056 0205 4669 
Email:  info@decentaudio.co.uk 
Web: www.decentaudio.co.uk 
 

Unit 11, Castlegate Mill 
Quayside, Stockton-on-Tees 
County Durham TS18 1BZ 
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Press contact  
 
For more information, product samples or high-resolution print-ready images please contact 
David Denyer on 07976 646 404 or david@ddpr.co.uk 
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